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Mame Stewart Josenberger



‘To Our Courageous
Ancestors’



‘Two Months on the Rivers’

Editor’s note: After becoming aware of this remarkable and

historic account of a sojourn on some of the navigable rivers of

the region, The Journal of the Fort Smith Historical Society
received permission from Mr. Mooberry to reprint the fol lowing

excerpt of the trip log as the travelers entered the Arkansas River

and boated through Fort Smith to the Fourche la Fave River, a

segment of their journey which took them almost a month to

cover. We pick up the log entries beginning on Friday, November,

9, 1 889, as the houseboat entered the Arkansas River from the

Grand River.



















Endnotes

1 Likely Dirty Creek.
2 Probably Tamaha, Oklahoma.
3 Log cal ls Vian Creek Salisaw Creek on this day, November

1 6, 1 889. However, they camp in Salisaw Creek on

November 1 8, 1 889. Vian Creek matches well with stopping

for flour and travel time and distances to Salisaw Creek,

Cashe Creek and Sanbois Creek.
4 Existing gravel operation on abandoned oxbow near Spiro,

Oklahoma. In 1 889 the river was in this oxbow. I t appears

extensive relocation of the Arkansas River channel since

1 889 from Robert S. Kerr Dam to Ft. Smith, Arkansas.
5 Four mountain peaks approximately twelve miles south of

Fort Smith, Arkansas.
6 St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad Bridge between Van

Buren and Ft. Smith.
7 They did not attempt the trip up the Petty Jean Creek (Petit

Jean River) and down the Porteau River. Streams would get

narrower up the watersheds, but the tributaries of the two

streams are close together at Mansfield, Arkansas, some

twenty-four miles south of Fort Smith, Arkansas.
8 Log says Sall isaw Creek but last Sunday, November 1 7,

1 889, they were on Vian Creek. See footnote for November

1 6, 1 889.
9 River is probably too deep to use a pole.

1 0 Possibly the Mulberry River six miles downstream from

Frog Bayou.
11 Log states White Oak but White Oak is a small town and, in

travel time, too close to Mulberry River.
1 2 Likely Cadron Creek.
1 3 Log says Fush malen River but this river is l ikely the

Fourche la Fave River. There is a Maumelle River eleven

miles further south but with travel times and description of

the river channel it is l ikely Fush malene River is incorrect.



Fort Smith and The Great War





Washington, Jan. 2—Government purchase and

sale to consumers of al l sugar used in the United States

and control of the amounts and kinds of food to be

served in publ ic eating places, were advocated to meet

abnormal war conditions by Food Administrator Hoover

today, in testimony before the senate committee

investigating sugar.

He said additional legislation conferring upon the

food administration such powers should be enacted by

congress.

Food conservation came up only casual ly during

an al l-day examination of Mr. Hoover, but the

administrator revealed that results from conservation

plans formulated for hotels and restaurants had been

disappointing because of the del iberate fai lure of some

to cooperate with the administration. Those seeking to

help had been forced to abandon their efforts, Mr.

Hoover said, in order to meet competition. 1 7

















Americans must immediately real ize the

importance of the study on French and Spanish

languages and l i terature.

They must be alert against any reaction to the study

of German speech and textbooks.

The schools have been purged in large part. The

process must go on to completion.

These things are even more essential now that the

war is won than when it was being fought.

Americans need more extensive knowledge of

French to reap the benefits of that closer kinship of aims

with France, made real by war, and for business reasons.

And they need Spanish to meet the trade opportunities in

South America torn from German clutches.

German is not needed. We can’t trust German

literature for a generation. I t wil l take a repentant

Germany half a century to purify the poisoned well-

springs of its own thought. And a Germany broken up

into a lot of jangl ing l ittle states isn’t l ikely to be a

serious trade factor in the world for some time to come.

The work of revising American educational

systems and standards to meet new needs and

conditions must go on.



And it never wil l be complete unti l Phi lander C.

Claxton, the German-loving United States

Commissioner of Education, is driven into abdication.

His job should be fi l led by a man alert to the spirit of a

new time.

Resolution: That the mutual cooperation is necessary

for success and achievement has been convincingly

evidenced by the gratifying consequences of the World

War and now that the dawn of peace is so apparent and in

order that the united support which we have contributed as

a community, and our share in accomplishing these results

may not disappear, let each of us pledge ourselves anew

at the beginning of this new year and with the same

degree of faithfulness and loyalty which we have exhibited

in the past in support of war activities work towards the

development and expansion of our city.

As your representative we will earnestly strive to

merit the confidence you have reposed in us. But in order

that the full measure of success may be consummated

we should be assured of your undivided adherence in the

advancement and promotion of the splendid natural

advantages of our city. Therefore, to this end we solicit

your enlistment and the advocacy of this resolution.

Arch Munro, Mayor, T. A. Bayley Comm. No.1 , M. F.

Smith Comm. No. 259

1 Washington Times, January 9, 1 91 8, p1
2 Washington Times, January 11 , 1 91 8, p1 4, col. 7
3 Southwest American, January 24, 1 91 8, p3 col. 6
4 Washington Times, January 24, 1 91 8, p1 col. 5
5 Southwest American, February 1 , 1 91 8, p5 col. 5
6 Fort Smith City Commission Minutes, January 1 0, 1 91 8, p29
7 Southwest American, January 1 3, 1 91 8, p1 col. 3
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Letters From Readers

Inquiries wil l be publ ished in the Journal as space

al lows and should include the fol lowing:

• Your ful l name and address.

• Ful l name of ancestor about whom you desire

information.

• Definite time period (birth, marriage or death date

or date appearing in a certain record at a definite

time period).

• State the relationships (names of parents, names

of chi ldren, names of brothers and sisters, or in-

laws).

Material should be submitted using word-processing

programs supported by Windows. Do not abbreviate

any words; put al l surnames in capital letters;

capital ize only the first letter of given names and

places; write dates as fol lows (day, months, year:

example 25 January 1 978).

Suggestions for Submission
ofArticles

We welcome the submission of articles, previously

unpubl ished, covering significant historical events

and persons in Fort Smith and the surrounding area.

Manuscripts, including quotations and footnotes,

must be double-spaced, using The Chicago Manual
of Style (University of Chicago Press). Footnotes

should be numbered consecutively in the text,

assembled at the end of the article, along with a l ist

of additional sources. The author's name, address

and phone number and email address should

appear only on the title page. Manuscripts may be

submitted on CD disks, using word-processing

programs supported by Windows. Photographs

should be submitted in digital format.

Al l correspondence and manuscripts should be

submitted to:

Managing Editors

The Journal of the Fort Smith Historical Society
P.O. Box 3676

Fort Smith, AR 7291 3-3676



On The Bench





Map pictures obtained from James Oakley Murphy, “The Work of
Judge Parker in the United States District Court for the Western
District ofArkansas 1 875-1 896.” Master’s Thesis, University of
Oklahoma, 1 939.

Court dates obtained from United States District Courts and
Judges of Arkansas, 18361960 and Roger H. Tuller, Let No Guilty
Man Escape: A Judicial Biography of Isaac C. Parker. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2001 .
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Fort Scott in the Civil War. Haven for the

Homeless—From the very start of the war, Fort Scott

provided a safe harbor for refugees. In the beginning,

famil ies fleeing the warfare in Missouri poured into

Kansas and Fort Scott. Later thousands of homeless

passed through from Arkansas and the Indian Territory.

These included hundreds of free Blacks, escaped

slaves, Indians, and pro-Union settlers. Often arriving

with few possessions and settled in makeshift camps

about town, the most destitute of these refugees re-

ceived help from the Army and citizens of Fort Scott.



UNION CIVILIANS FLEE FORT SMITH—The ex-

odus of Union citizens from Fort Smith to other parts of

the Union that had begun in early summer was stepped

up. Every steamboat or wagon train that left was ful l of

refugees. On August 8, 1 864, a refugee wagon train of

1 ,500 began their exodus from Fort Smith, leaving the

mountains and val ley of Arkansas.

FORT SMITH NEW ERA, August 1 3, 1 864, p. 2, c.

2—The Refugee Train Left here last Monday. I t was the

largest train that ever went North from this place and

was composed of a better class of people than have

gone heretofore.

I t was a sad sight to us to see those who have

been raised among the mountains and val l ies (sic) of

Arkansas leaving homes which they have made by long

years of toi l ; and turning their faces to a strange land

not knowing that ever another spot wil l be home to

them, and as it were, having to begin l ife over again.

This is but one of the results of the war which has been

forced upon the Nation by a Slave Aristocracy.

These refugees wil l for the most part become cit-

izens of the new North-western States, adding to them

wealth and prosperity, and making for themselves

homes where they can fol low the industrial arts, agricul-

ture, in peace and quietude.

Arkansas, situated as it is, wil l be a battle ground

during the existence of the rebel l ion, and be in an un-

settled state long after the war is at an end thus keep-

ing many persons who desire to make this their future

home from returning.

Truly, treason makes a fair field a desert.

FORT SMITH NEW ERA, August 1 3, 1 864, p. 2, c.

1 - The editor left for St. Louis with his family, last

Monday, where he wil l leave them during the coming

Winter. He wil l visit Washington City before he returns.

FORT SMITH NEW ERA, August 1 3, 1 864, p. 2, c.

1 - Rev. J. B. McAffee, Chaplain of the 2nd Kansas

Col'd, went North with the refugee train. For the last two

months this gentleman has been spending his whole

time in the interests of these poor people. Giving up his

own comfort he has worked day after day rendering

them essential .

DAILY TIMES [LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS], Au-

gust 20, 1 864, p. 2, c. 2 a Fort Smith I tems. From the

Fort Smith Era of the 6th inst. , we gather the fol lowing

items: Several of the men taken prisoners in the fight on

the 27th ult. , on Mazzard, (Sic) Prairie, have made their

escape from their captors, and came in a few days ago.

They belong to the 6th Kansas cavalry. They were in a

very destitute condition, the rebels, according to their

mode of warfare, having stripped them of the most of

their clothing. One scanty meal a day was al l the food

they received. This is no worse, however, than the

rebels fare themselves.

They confirm the previous estimates made of the

rebels, setting them down at ten thousand, with ten

pieces of arti l lery.

The fol lowing is a l ist of mortal ities in General

Hospital , Fort Smith, Ark. , for the month of July: [l ist]

Information received lately from Texas represents

the condition of Union men horrible in the extreme.

They are hunted down like wild beasts, and no mercy

whatever is shown them.

Another party of about 1 ,500 persons are about to

set out from this place to seek temporary or permanent

homes in the Northern States.

Many, if not most of them, are in destitute circum-

stances, having been utterly ruined by the war. They

belong of course to the loyal part of the people, for the

secesh and their sympathizers, have either gone South

or stay in the country under a pretense of loyalty. The

late raid of the rebels near this place, has driven al l

those who lived in comporative [sic] security within the

l ines of fortification, many escaping with l ittle more than

their l ives.

FORT SMITH NEW ERA, October 1 5, 1 864, p. 2,

c. 1 - More Refugees A large train of refugees left here

the first part of the week for Kansas. Among them were

many of our best Union citizens, farmers and mechan-

ics who remained here through the summer, hoping that

they would be permitted to return to their homes and

farms this fal l ; but the unsettled state of the country and

scarcity of provisions make it necessary for them to

winter in the North. Many, when the troubles are over,

wil l come back to Arkansas, but most of them wil l per-

manently settle in Kansas and the States of the North-

west.

FORT SMITH NEW ERA, October 1 5, 1 864, p. 2,

c. 2- Gone North. Dr. Winans, Medical Purveyor of this

District, and Dr. Stuckslager of the 1 2th Kansas, went

North with the train. Dr. W. wil l be absent for several

weeks during which time Dr. Wood wil l act as Medical

Purveyor.



Bloodworth, Harp, O’Kel ley

Would l ike to correspond with anyone researching

Martin Harp and his wife Sarah Ann Bloodworth who

moved to Sugar Loaf Township in 1 848. Would also l ike

to exchange information about James Bird All ison and

his wife Eliza Ann O'Kelley. —Carl ine A. Brown Doyle,

1 701 6 Lawson Road, Little Rock, AR 7221 0-2033

Carl ine Ann (Harp, Brown) Doyle, 67, of Little

Rock, passed away Sunday, September 1 9, 2004. She

was born December 27, 1 936, in Norman, Ok-

lahoma, to the late C. H. and Elvae Mae (Rodgers)

Harp. She was a retired purchasing agent for Borden

Dairy after thirty years of service. She is survived by her

husband, son …Brown, and his wife of Little Rock …; a

granddaughter, one brother …Harp of Wilmington,

North Carol ina. Funeral services Tuesday, September

21 , 2004, at First Baptist Church, Interment, Forest

Hil ls Cemetery.

Nancy Emeline All ison was born December 1 845,

in Rhea County, Tennessee, and died on October 22,

1 883, in Seminole, Oklahoma, when she was thirty-

seven years old. She had one son with Wil l iam Lee

Harp.

Wil l iam Lee Harp was born August 29, 1 848, Hart-

ford, Crawford County, Arkansas (now Sebastian

County, Arkansas, an old mining town.)1 900 Census

l iving in Purdy, Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory, with

second wife Mary E.







When making a gift to honor or remember someone
important to you, please remember the Fort Smith Historical
Society. Gifts may be made in memory of a loved one, or in
honor of a birthday, graduation, anniversary, or other event.

I f you particularly enjoyed a feature in The Journal, show
your appreciation for a subject you found interesting by
making a contribution in honor of the writer.

Memorial gifts are a beautiful and lasting way to honor those
who are dear to us. Al l memorials and commemorative gifts
are acknowledged with a letter both to the donor and the
family of the person honored.

A contribution to the Fort Smith Historical Society supports

the publ ication of The Journal, which is placed in l ibraries
and schools, and becomes an important part of the historical
record of the area.

Gifts are tax deductible and may be made in any amount.

Send your contributions to:

Fort Smith Historical Society
ATTN: Treasurer
P.O. Box 3676

Fort Smith, AR 7291 3-3676
Please send only checks or money orders. Indicate whether
you wil l need a written receipt. The Fort Smith Historical
Society cannot accept credit card payments.
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Rogers Hardware Co. 909 Garrison Avenue

Patrick Show Co. 91 3 Garrison Avenue

Krone Bros. Cigar Co. 1 007 Garrison Avenue

Fort Smith Candy Kitchen 1 01 0 Garrison Avenue

Mantor Clothing Co. 81 9 Garrison Avenue

Manning Cigar Co. 905 Garrison Avenue

Guarantee Shoe Store 809 Garrison Avenue

Caldwell ’s Central Drug Store 803 Garrison Avenue

Catron & Godt Drug Store 723 Garrison Avenue

Castl ing’s Market 1 006 Garrison Avenue

R. C. Bol l inger Music Co. 704 Garrison Avenue

Morrow’s Book Store 71 5 Garrison Avenue

Davis Drug Co. 706 Garrison Avenue

Sol C. Cohn & Co. 702 Garrison Avenue

C. J. Murta Furniture Co. 61 8 Garrison Avenue

Wolf-Pol lack Dry Goods Co 624 Garrison Avenue

I . Moses Model Clothing Store 51 8 Garrison Avenue

W. A. Johnson Clothing Co. 61 6 Garrison Avenue

Fashion Shop 61 4 Garrison Avenue

J. B. Quinn Furniture Co. 502 Garrison Avenue

Boston Store Dry Goods Co. 722 Garrison Avenue

Isaacson’s, Clothing 822 Garrison Avenue

Poe Shoe Store 71 0 Garrison Avenue

The Sample Shoe Store 800 Garrison Avenue

Southern Mil l inery Co. 71 2 Garrison Avenue

S. H. Kress & Co. 81 2-1 4 Garrison Avenue

Sanders China Co. 806 Garrison Avenue

Pierce Shoe Store 820 Garrison Avenue

Pendergrast & McShane 902 Garrison Avenue

Palace, Crescent & Sterling Drug Stores Garrison Avenue

Nathan Clothing Co. 622 Garrison Avenue

Ben Wolf & Co. 41 3 Garrison Avenue

The Fair Store 31 5 Garrison Avenue

Tucker Duck & Rubber Co. 51 5 Garrison Avenue

Fox & Turner 607 Garrison Avenue

Narisi Brothers 71 4 Garrison Avenue

The Marks Store 708 Garrison Avenue

Buzan & Philpott 71 3 Garrison Avenue

J. H. Smythe, Jeweler 705 Garrison Avenue



John Kerwin, Harness 707 Garrison Avenue

Klein & Hardway, Jewelers 709 Garrison Avenue

Art Wall Paper Co. 807 Garrison Avenue

Hambrle Furniture Store 51 7 Garrison Avenue

Louis Weinstein, My Taylor 711 Garrison Avenue

D. M. Marks, Photographer

Albin Supply Co. unreadable address

Dundee Woolen Mil ls 81 3 Garrison Avenue

M. H. Marks Ready to Wear Store 81 8 Garrison Avenue

Brockman’s Flower Shop unreadable address

Woolworth Five and Ten Cent Store Garrison Avenue

Pray & Brewer, Optometrists unreadable address

Elmo Caruthers 802 Garrison Avenue

O’Shea-Hinch Hardware Co. 924 Garrison Avenue

Leard & Mowrey 71 7 Garrison Avenue

City Electrical Supply Co. 1 7 North 8th St.

Hotel Main Heart of Fort Smith

Crabtree Transfer & Baggage Co. Hotel Main

J. A. Tibbits Lobby First National Bank

John B. Edwards Turf Pool Hal l

Rightway Cleaning Co. 51 8 Garrison Avenue

J. W. Jenkins Music Co. 81 4 Garrison Avenue

Fort Smith Printing Co. 1 7-1 9 North 9th Street

Wide Awake Café 522 Garrison Avenue

Manhattan Café 504 Garrison Avenue

Yantis-Harper 1 9 North 7th Street

Darby and Bly, Quality Printers 1 8 North 7th Street

Calvert-McBride Printing Co. 1 9 North 8th Street

Kings Barber Shop 604 Garrison Avenue

First National Bank Garrison Avenue

City National Bank Garrison Avenue

Gulers Confectionary 503 Garrison Avenue

Berdel les Restaurant 611 Garrison Avenue

Arkansas Valley Bank Garrison Avenue

Merchants National Bank Garrison Avenue

Weaver & Co. , Cigars & News Store 61 2 Garrison Avenue

Smoke Shop 600 Garrison Avenue













NOTES: # —Some sort of graphic, other than a portrait, is used.
* —A portrait of the person(s) named is on page indicated.

(---) —For such as title, marital status, degree, etc.
"---" —For nickname or special emphasis.
(-) —Dash between page numbers indicates the name of the person, place, etc., is carried throughout the story

(gp) —Group picture.
(pc) —Postcard.
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