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Book Review 

Steve Inskeep, Jackson/and: President Andrew 

Jackson, Cherokee Chief John Ross and A Great American 

Land Grab. New York: Penguin Press, 2015. Pp. 421. 

Maps. Bibliography. $29.95 Hardcover. 

During the early nineteenth century in America, land was 

a valuable commodity sought by all as the nation migrated 

westward. Steve Inskeep, a cohost ofNational Public Radio's 

(NPR) Morning Edition and an Edward R Murrow Awardee 

has written an illuminating work detailing the battle over 

millions of acres oflands held by the Cherokee Nation in 

modem day Alabama, Tennessee, and Mississippi, Inskeep 's 

Jackson/and and the government of the United States that 

would prevail victorious in this struggle. 

Inskeep masterfully forgoes telling this land struggle 

from a large scale perspective but, instead from the 

viewpoint of the two men at the heart of it, Andrew Jackson 

and John Ross of the Cherokee. The author reveals the 

breadth of their lives in exacting detail through their actions 

of public record and through the personal letters that both 

men wrote during their lifetimes. These letters detail events 

that took place and provide a glimpse into each man's 

thought process that led to their actions as well as insight 

into key people who influenced them including John Coffee, 

friend and business partner to Jackson, Henry Clay, 

Jackson's political rival, Major Ridge, friend to John Ross 

and fellow Cherokee, and Marquis de Lafayette, Frenchman 

and American Revolutionary War hero, on a celebrated tour 

of the United States, 1825-1826. 

Inskeep describes Andrew Jackson as a driven, 

calculated, and unforgiving man, bent on political aspirations 

and the accumulation of wealth. Jackson utilized his military 

position and battlefield victories to support his ambitions. His 

actions during his military campaigns show him as a decisive 

military commander bent on conquest of the native peoples in 

the southern United States who he considered an obstacle to 

his aspirations. Jackson's personal letters depict these 

aspirations as he routinely communicated back and forth with 

John Coffee about potential opportunities after taking lands 

from the native peoples through forceful confrontations. 

One of these major confrontations, which culminated 

67 

with the Battle at Horseshoe Bend, is depicted by Inskeep 

which shows Jackson and his men as a group bent on 

crushing the Creek Indian nation that was in rebellion 

against the United States. At the conclusion of the battle, an 

encampment of Creek Indians was completely destroyed and 

burned including the deaths of hundreds women and 

children. No remorse or quarter was shown to these peoples 

and this basically ended the Creek nation in the southern 

United States. 

John Ross on the other hand emerges from these pages as 

an honest and trustworthy man, who was a successful leader 

of the Cherokee people. His true brilliance was in his ability to 

utilize political negotiations to keep the United States from 

acquiring the millions of acres of Cherokee lands for a long 

period of time. Even for all of his masterful strategies, his fate 

and his people's fate as land owners in the Southwest ended 

when Andrew Jackson was elected President of the United 

States in 1828. Jackson pushed forward with his Indian 

Removal Act that culminated with the infamous Trail of Tears 

and handed the Cherokee lands over to the state of Georgia. In 

his 1837 farewell message as president, Jackson wrote of his 

native American policy, "the states which had so long been 

retarded in their improvement by the Indian tribes residing in 

the midst of them are at length relieved from the evil, now 

nothing can impede your march to the highest point of 

national prosperity." 

Inskeep has provided readers with a fast-paced, 

intriguing, and well researched view of an important struggle 

in American history that not only involved two nations but 

two men who were fighting for millions of acres ofland in the 

southern United States. Inskeep walked the same ground as 

the two men including touring the Battle at Horseshoe Bend 

and traversing many of the paths that Ross and the other 

Cherokee undertook in the Trail of Tears. This work is a fine 

addition to the scholarship on this era including a detailed 

viewpoint of John Ross and will no doubt push scholars to 

further conversions and analysis. 

Reviewed by Steve Bowman. Mr. Bowman holds a 

master's degree in Healthcare Administration and is pursuing 

an academic career in history. 
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